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Arctic 
Encounters 
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and polar #ears
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#!took a piece o) dried #ee) 
*erky +ild ,asse-s wi)e was 
cutting up into #ite si.es/ 
,asse himsel) was #ellowing 
in a deep 0oice$ asking people 

to step up and try some o) his dried 
meats 1t2rkatk2tt3 i) they dared/

$%ad!&r!det!'(r!n)got*+!#!asked!her!
what!it!was!in!Swedish.!$,-(rnk(tt/+!
,ear!meat.!She!watched!in!anticipation!
as!#!popped!that!dark!piece!o'!0ear!meat!
into!my!mouth !waiting!'or!a!response.!
1ot!0ad !#!thought!trying!to!0reak!down!
the!mild23a4ored!chewy!-erky.!

1ot!0ad!at!all.
#!was!in!su0arctic!Sweden!in!the!small!

town!o'!5okkmokk!with!a!population!
o'!roughly!6 777.!8n!assignment!to!
learn!and!research!certain!aspects!o'!
S9mi!culture !there!was!no!0etter!setting!
than!the!:77;!year!old!5okkmokk!S9mi!
market!held!e4ery!<e0ruary!at!the!height!
o'!winter.

=e!S9mi!are!an!indigenous!people!o'!
roughly!>7 777!li4ing!in!the!Arctic!and!
su0arctic!regions!o'!1orway !Sweden !
<inland !and!the!?ola!@eninsula!in!
Bussia!C!a!land!area!collecti4ely!known!
as!S9pmi.!Boughly!D7 777!indigenous!
S9mi!li4e!in!Sweden.!

<or!o4er!:77!years !the!winter!market!
in!5okkmokk!ser4ed!as!a!trading!post!'or!
diEerent!S9mi!groups!to!eFchange!goods!
such!as!reindeer !skins !'ur !craGs !her0s !
and!other!supplies.!Holding!the!market!
during!winter!made!it!easier!'or!them!to!
tra4el!across!'roIen!lakes!and!ri4ers!on!
skis!and!dog!sleds!with!herds!o'!reindeer!
and!wares!'or!sale.!

Joday !5okkmokk!winter!market!
remains!the!largest!S9mi!'esti4al!in!the!
world.!#t!spans!three!days !opening!the!
Krst!=ursday!o'!e4ery!<e0ruary!with!
'olk!dances !-oiking!Ltraditional!music!
similar!to!yodelingM !reindeer!races !dog!
sledding !traditional!'ood!samplings !
S9mi!Nuod-i!LhandicraGM!as!well!as!a!
reindeer!cara4an!procession!led!0y!S9mi!
elder!@er!?uhmunen.!

!#!hope!these!snapshots!o'!the!:7Oth!
annual!5okkmokk!S9mi!Parket!will!gi4e!
you!a!good!glimpse!into!S9mi!culture!
and!traditions!2!and!transport!you!into!
their!world.

A photographic glimpse into the 406 year old 
indigenous S!mi market in the Swedish Lapland. 
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Clockwise from top le•Q
Animal instincts4!Retting!ready!'or!the!reindeer!cara4an!
through!5okkmokk!market.!Thile!reindeer!is!an!integral!
part!o'!S9mi!culture!and!has!0een!such!a!strong!sym0ol!
'or!hundreds!o'!years !it!0y!no!means!deKnes!the!entire!
culture.
5raditional architecture4 ,uilt!in!U>6V !the!colors!o'!
5okkmokkWs!old!church!mimic!traditional!S9mi!attire!called!
g kti"!=e!church!is!usually!open!to!tra4elers!in!summer!
and!during!the!winter!market!in!early!<e0ruary.

S'mi unite4 <innish!S9mi!reindeer!herder!1ils2Anders!
LrightM!meets!up!with!'riends!5on21ils!Raup!and!his!wi'e !
?irsten!5. !0oth!1orwegian!S9mi!reindeer!herders!'rom!
P9Ie.!=ough!the!S9mi!are!spread!across!'our!countries !
they!all!speak!a!common!language.
An eye )or art4 A!local!0lacksmith!shows!oE!some!o'!his!
handicraGs.
&ame )easting4 Xooking!reindeer!meat!in!its!'at!o4er!an!
open!3ame.!Beindeer!along!with!moose!and!salmon!are!
key!protein!sources!'or!the!S9mi.
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Clockwise from top:
+inter couture4 YocalZSami!sl#$%&designer !
[lise!Julln&r !shows!oE!her!clothing!designs!at!
a!'ashion!show!in!5okkmokk!market.!
Snow sleighs4 A!young!S9mi!teenager!holds!
on!to!a!cal'!during!the!reindeer!cara4an.
(ack to #asics4 Anna!Yisa!sells!a!selection!o'!
local!0alms !medicinal!sal4es !and!dried!mush2
rooms!at!the!market.!

Next page:
,olding on to traditions4 A!young!0oy!wear2
ing!a!g kti&2!traditional!S9mi!clothing!C!with!
an!em0roidered!0elt !0oots !and!glo4es!made!
'rom!reindeer!skin!and!'ur.
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+inter nomad4 1ils2Anders !S9mi!herder!'rom!
1orthern!Sweden! !had!-ust!mo4ed!his!reindeer!
'rom!1orway!o4er!to!Sweden!'or!the!winter. �)�Y�P�U�N���>�P�S�K�1�\�U�R�L�[���4�H�N�H�a�P�U�L���^�O�L�Y�L�]�L�Y���`�V�\���N�V��
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