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For over 400 years, Indigenous Sami have gathered in the
snow-coaled subarclic village of Jokkmokk, Sweden, to celebrote the reindeer.
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daep ballowing voice yalling in Swadizh culs throwgh
A e chily Arctic ale. Tha man, Wild Hesse. 8 dressad
Arowm e ad 10 108 in heawy fur, He = waving 8 shasp knite in
The air while beckoning peopls 10 siep up and iry his dried
maa jarky, Mrcad kS “Come tnd my meal,” hi shouts, Hig
it i Gutling up bite-sized piecns and els me that it's
bear meat. Sha waiches as | pop a piece of the dark maal
o my mouwth, and waits for my reaction

*Mot bad at mll,” | tnd hor whils chawing 1his mild-favomd
baar joriy. Aftar leaving Wikd Hasss, | siroll over i a
wooden tablke whors 8 woeman namsad Ann-Aane |5 selling

Amcks of o m s marmabates. Alongsice o & anoher
Sémi vandor salling madicanal sales mads Fom angaics
romd and othar Mordic herbe. It is -15C and F'm fgoousty
mubbing my heavily-gloved hands logather Lo Kesp wanm.
“Yosu're leoky,” Ann-Mare chuckles. Las] yaar, itgot dmwn
o ) degreas below Dasn "

O Nd decided | was willing i brave he bone-chiling
tnmperatunas of Lapkand, a provings in the norfemmos!
paart ol Swenchen, |onew 1'd be rewa rded with spactacular
winter landscapas, nch cenfunes-oid culure, and fhe
Morttern Lights shimmering mcross clear dark skies on
kang polar nights. *I've baen saling heee for years,” Ann-
Marla contnuas while reamanging jam of mamakace
“Yosus ghould bry Thia one,” sha save a8 sho opons & jar
of slrmwbadry-thubark marmalade and scoopa oul &
spoorful. 7 get the rhubarh from my neighbors. They know
| v i ke manmalade so thy dro by with rhubart
staths thal grow in thesr yands " | sample er vanila-

A SIS M nmElade and buy & jar.

| o Bhé Anctic Carcle in the border village: af
Jokkrnakk | popul stion roughly 3,000 ) where e argest
mdigeEnous Shmi festval and manoet in e word has been
hedd for ovar 800 years. Once February mlis amund, mors
than 30,000 visiors. mchading thousands of native Sami
despend upon Jokkmokk, The Same are an indigenous
paople of rowghly 70, 000 kvng i the Arcic and subarnciic
parte of Nareay, Swaden. Finkand and the Kola Pennguls
N Rustin — & regon collscively known as Skpmi
For oo kirios, the markel secved as o irading posl for
axchanging goods such as reindeer, skins, fur, oafls, as

wall a8 madicinal herba
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The Reindeer Caravan Togay. ma evam
remains the larges Sami gathering in the workd with
exhibitong &l he Sami Museum Ajie, ok dancing and
.II}Ml'l"iQ [ MaSsC Siretar 1o NISEHI'\Q_I. FEnlSar racng, ouldoc:
activitins, Bishion shows, local bod and duddl (handicral)
artigang . It is an expamdancg Bl imfmarses iERoes inld one
af the world's cldest cultures

I'd mrived a fow days eardier by local bus fram tha town
of Luled, located 180km southoast of Jokkmoidk, but tha
moal scan way o arriee is v tha hisiosc Inlendsbanan,
an inland train ute, Ml culs hrough ce-covened
tandscapss in Jimbiand and Norbotien with rosen lnkes
daoitirig hauntingly boaulitul scenery under thick blarksls
af pristing white snow. Tha signatime nsd and white lran
usually runs during the summead but [t now also has & 1ew
EHOpE I}|.I-I'|I1g P& wirves.

Cavenng roughly 1, 300km from Khistinehamn bo
Gallmare north of Jokkmokk, § ravels iheough pams of
Swiden's LINESCO Herflage-protecied widemass,
Lapore, en roubs 1o G#livare. From Gilvanm, you can
{aka a bus up o Jukkasgng, homa of the world's first
i@ hotal. Since its ncaption in 1060, the ICEHOTEL is
ratwitt @very year with ica from tha Toma Rneer, Locsl and
mbemational arliats ar nedled sach yoar o desagn and
sculpt ICEHOTEL's rooms — from infricate chandaliens to
armichaira and bade ol mads of ica

‘Hurmry now,” Ann-Matie says as she hands me & jorof
marmalada. "You donl wan! 1o miss Per and his reindeer.”
Sheis laking aboul he Marke!'s Gonec @vanl — A reindess
CAFEVEN DIOCESEION bad by S&mi elded Par Kiheimsn.
Laading his rendesr srd grandchildrén somng onwonoen
Sheds using his sndwmobile, Kuhmunen Irst 31095 his
corrvoy niExt o tha histonic red Jokkmokk Oid Chusch, Built
n 1753, tha red and blue ntanor colors of the churnch ane
patternad aftar traditional Sami hamecs called gakh

Kuhmunean and hes tamily wear embnidersd bais,
bonts and glovas made from reindess shm and fur whila
bnmding thee caravan on kool and woodan aleds, drasn
Theaiugh T markel by rmajestic whila reindeor. Whils e
HNorlhern Lights any a spectache bo behobd, in Jokkmiok,
Kuhmunen's reindeor caravan remains the highlighl. § By

Lavia Aaisratie Akersrim Photegreshs by Marie Dargry
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